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CURRENT TOPICS.
THE NEWS IN BRIEE.

Fecond Sesslon.

IN the senate, on the Ist, o resolution was
offered and referred looklug to an Investigation
of the recent presidential nnd state election la
Delawnre and an inguiry s to whether a re-
publican form of govermmeut exists in that
state. The Nicaragua canual blil was then
taken up. the discussion proceeding on Me
Vilas" motlon to have the bill recommitted
Blr. Viias secured the floor and hnd nit cons
cluded his remnrks when the senate, after u
sLort execuilve session. sdjourned....1lu the
Bouse the duy was devoted to wiscelluneous
Dusipess, & number of bills Lelng passed. The
lust hour was spent In eonslderiition, In com-
mitteo of the whole, of the diplomatic aod oou-
suinr Lil, which was not couciuded when the
house adjourned.
¢+ IN the senate, on the @1 Mr. Chanller (1op.,
N. H) fntroduced a resolution, which weut
fover, locking to the ultimate use of silver us
well as gold as standard mwoney with frec coim-
age of both. The confercuce rejort on the
anigration bl was the sublect of Jong s
By Mr. Gibson (dem., M) agoluss, wa
Lodge (rojp.. Mass.) 1n defense of the report of
the conference committee. The report weut
over without sction. The remalnder of the
Moy was tnken up by Mr. Vilas fn costinuation
©f his speoch agalnes the Nicaragua
weeea N the house the only husloess o
Portance wos the passage of 4 resolution pro=
widing for a Jolot session of congress on the
A0k to count [the clectoral votes and declare
Lhe resuit

IN the senate, on the 3. twores
viously introdueed looklng to
proventing the sale of the Un
road property under o judiclal

e ree

uf fore-

®lasure, wero discussed at length by Mr
Thurston, the morulng hour expl:ilug tefore
he concluded Toe remalnder of 1 siwsiuTl

was devoted to the Nicarasua «
the Loeuse, after nearly tho w
voled to the contested-eloctlon case
v Swanson, from the Fifth Vieginin distriet.
the latter's title to the seat was conflrmed by
bn overwhelming mujority

1IN the seuate, oo the 4th, as soon as the ~ou-
Uine morning business was oJ
bill to probhiblit the sale of [nto
in the capitol wos taken up, aud
without actlon. The ferenioy report o the

‘.’

fostalimont of hils swe

ceesdn the house the 1 fet
wns further consldsred uand r
tinished business. The 0

was agreed to,
A few unimpor

Ix the sennte, om tLe
Jenney wos sworn In a8 scuator frotm Delas
ware and took his seat. Mr Thurston con-
tinued hils speech 1o opposition to the resolu-
sion of Mr. Allen (pop.. Neb. ) questioning the
right of the executive depurtment tocolisent to
the judiclal sule of the property of the Union
Faclfle Hatlrond Co.  The
Lill was taken up, some wdverse specches be-
ing made thereon. A lurge tumiber of pension
and other Bills unobjectad te were tulkken from
the calendar pnd passed In the How
private pension bills were disposes
eral contested-gloctlinn CaseR Were
and declded In faver of the
und the conferénce Teport on
ucatemy LI wos ngreesl to. An
sini g kus held for the constderstion of private
pension bills

PERSONAL AND GENERAL.

=ittl LS,
mllitary

mitee

Fige was discovered in the boys'
dormitory of the Genesce Wesleyan
seminary at Lima, X, Y., shortly after
mido'ght on the lst. The building
#as burned to the ground, The loss
s estimated at 0,000, There were 100
boys in the building, but all escaped
with their lives. One student was in-
jured by jumping from a window se
badly that he died soon after.

L B. McFanraxn, teller of the
Becond nationa! bank of 'arkersburg,
W. Va., ia short 842,000 in Lis accounts.
He has confessed that he lost the
movey in specuintion. The shortage
will be made goud.

Tur Kalamazoo (Micl) high school
Luilding was destroyed by tire on the
ist. The cause of the fire was an
explosion of furnnee gus. The loss is
estimated st £40,000; insurance, 8l%,-
000, Several flremen were injured,
one of them fatally, by the breaking
of a ladder.

Tur debt statemnent, issued on the
1st. showed a net increase in the pube
lic debt, less cash in the lreasury,
during Junuary of 815,074,735 Total
cash in the treasury Ss58.053,010,

Me J. 8 Wueseos, of lowa, tele-

ed to friends on the 1st: 'l have
accepted the portfolio of agriculture
o Mr. McKiuoley's cabinet.”

O=n the ist the president reappointed
Martin A. Knapp, of New York, to be
{nterstate commissioner.

Fous men who were cut off from es-
cape by fire in the Tamarack mine, at
Houghton, Mich., were, on the _2:!.
abandoned to their fate, orders bLeing
issued to seal up theshaft, the attempt
to pump alr in to the entombed mincrs
Laving only resulted in Inereasing the
fury of tho flames

AT All Saint's cathedral, Albany, N.
Y., Ur. James Dow Morrison, rector of
st John's church, Ogdensburg, was,
on the 21, consecrated bishop of the
Epi;copnl missionary dloeese of Du-

luth.
Tus state house at Hirrisburg, Pa.,

waa destroyved by fire, on the 2d, en-
talling & loss of $1,000,000; fnsurance,
'ﬂl’?ﬁnﬂt- Harrer of the University
of Chicago sonounced at the chapel
wervices, on the 24, that Lady Aber-
deen, wife of the gove ruor-general of
(annda, would be the convoeation
urator st the university commence-
= ment exercises in the Auditoram April
. Ladv Aberdeen will have the honor
! i»em" the first woman chosen for
such no ocession in this conntry.

Tue lce in the Ohlo riverat
({=elunati broke, on the 8d, as did also
tie gorge in  Licking river, and the
packet Heory M. Stanley and 2o
Larges were swept out into the eur-

¢ pent of the Obio. The Stanley wus
"7 pessusd whils drifting dowa the Obic.

Nlearngua canual |

ol | not given, aud no deteils
7= | pisliel,

Tug blg works of the Cuse Threadd
lng Machine Cd., at Racloe, Wis., will
resume operations on the 8th. They
kave been closed for six mon’hs, Bev-
oral hundred men will given ems
ployment.

Tue house committes on patents, on
the 3d, ordered favorably reported the
bill amending the copyright law so as
to prevent the fravdulent use of the
word “copyright” and to strengthen
the law in this dircotion, it gives the
courts the remedy of injunction ma
well as penalty in such cases.

on the 2
burned out, and one family barely es-
caped with thelr lives,

Wnart is called a Christiun theater
will be opened in Paris for the pure
pose of produeing highly artistie, Hte
erary and moral plays, which, it is an-
nounced, Catholics may attend with-
out having their faith Insulted.

Avvices received by the anthorlties
in Constantinople, on the 34, Indioate
that the bubonic plague has mnde its
appearance at Djivadir, Deloochistan.

Tug I=year-old son of Drugglst
Dreis, of St. Puul, Minn, threw a
spowball, on the 3d, at a man in a cut~
ter.  The ball,

sulted inthiree other ronaways, cauns-
Ing consideraile damage. Two of the
victims called on Mr. Dreis, on the
#th, for payment, when the latter re-
tired to his ofice without a word and
sent a bullet through his braln.

poruted at Trenton, N. ., on the 4th,

with a eapital stock of 100,000, The

Incorporaiorsare Henry O, Havewmeyer,

John E. Searles, John E. Parsons and
VO yer,

w Glasgow were Lburped on the dthyg
Toms £330, 0050, and 5,000 men were thrown
out of cruploynient.

Miucs alarm is felt thronghont Indla
owing to the spread of the plague
Cases huve been reported as far north
us Dellid and as far south as Bongas
lore.

Tug bank of England redoced its
rate of Jdiscount, on the 4th, from 34
to 3 per 1

T plan

formulated by the British
government  for increasing the
strength aud efliciency of the navy|
coutemplates the constroction of five
Lattleslips und three first-class erufs
ers atd the mldition of 10000 men.
Fanvses throaghout the Unitl
Btates during the week cnded the 58,
as reported by Bt Dun & Cog, wie
811, against 225 for t!
watgit Last vear or Canada the fils
ures were 63, nprainst 07 last year.
Tuer First nationsl baulk of Fraks |
lin, O, suspended ou the Sth. Capal, |
Slio;  surplis, undived
profits, &1 Si300
lunny aud dine
Jons L. S
gilist, L
poor debtors’ ont
Sth, nn ars
court having
ereditor,
Tur Behode Parls assertadon the
| oth, that fighting Lad begneon the
Siamess frontier between tlenatives
under Freneh protection ane the Si-
lamese. The date of the fizking was
ere fur-

he correspond g

|3 a1
S22, 000y

ninb:
II.‘

'tvpnuilia'
nnls, S nn,
ix, ex-champic pa=
wation to tak the
v diseontinued, n the
ut out of ar kston,
mude  wit the |

Iﬁ:"l

T

| Exrrnr ueeountants, on tho 5th,
| found ashortage of nearl$15,000 in
{the necounts of Cashier U E. Ia
Ereeder, of the First natioal bunk of
Bethleliem, Pa.  Drecder hd abscond-
ei. The amount was ta®n in small
sums, showing systematigpeculation.
Breeder wus cashiler 20 yers
LATE NEWS JEMS.

15 thie senzte, on Lhe thy Mo Thurs-
ton coutinued his oppsitivn Lo his
cillenrue's resolution » preveul l{lﬂ
Judieisl sule of the Upsn Pacilic rail- |
roinl property inoa spech W hich vccens
pivd the time of th session until 2 |
I The Nicaragw ciaual Litl was
alluwed to go over iormally 1 order
Lo pians bills un the ¢lendar that wers
unolested to, 15 of *hich were passed.
T e diy's session ebseil with eulogies
o the lidte Represulative Lugawell,
of Mas=achuscits,, -In the house the
Lids mskking approristion for the ex-
prenises of the Distict ul Columbin was
passeil, as was, alo, the bill 1o amend
the Wilsun el el so as to permit
treasury  official to seld furfcited
[ opinm 1o the highest bidder, and not
reguire them towcure Lhe amount of
| thie duty, 210 a round.

D IKocw, the eminent German bae-
terinlagist, s lelegraphed from
Cape Towa tlat he 1s returning to
Berlin with anewly-discovered serum
whicl will lesen the foree of hinder-
pest. dn Lue weantime he suys he is
unable W say whether e will be able
to prevent animals Trom  being iu-
fected with thedisease. 1le basdemon-
stoated toat sacep and boroed cattle
are the most basle of all animals to
contract the dosease, and  that dogs,
wionthe ys nnd rodents vnjoy colnplete
ity from ik

Tie weckly statement of the New
York city associated binks, for the
week uded on tae G6th shows the fol-
lowing changes:  LReserve, decrease,
S1,06, 2005 lonas, inerease, 9, TT,0005
spevie, decrease, $125,100; legal tenaers,
decrense, $5,070,000; deposits, increase,
£5,030,000; cireviation, decrense, 81,324,
(T

Loy, BravLky of Kentucky has par-
‘doned James Singleton the nine-year-
old boy convicted of house breaking
in Bound county sud sentenced to the
pevitentinry fora year. Thegovernor
said it would be a crime against civ—
ilization to send u ehild of such tender
yueiurs Lo the peniteninry.

J. 1. MuBGAN & Co, and the Dentsche
bank of New York, as managers of the
Northern Puaciic reorganizalion syns-
dicite, have ealled {rom the syndicate
wil the remaining holdings of pres
ferred and commuon stock not called
up by the first circolur issued Febru-
ey L

Tun extensive St Clond sugar prawe-
tation, ucar Kissimmes, Fla., has been
purchased by a syndicate uf Cabauns.
Tlie capacity of the sugar mili will be
doubled at ovnee, aod 2000 acres of
cane will be pluuted next fall

Avryoxr the entire business portion |
of Arlington, 0., was destroyed by fire |
Six business firms were |

strilkting the horse, |
caused it to run away, and this re |

Tue American Coffee Co, was incor= |

Fuirfield ship-building works |

| the line an liorse

TURDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 1897.

MISSOURI STATE NEWS.

Sald 8 Vislon Foretold Her Death,

Miss Julia A. Summers, aged 78, died
recéntly near Melz, in the northern
part of Vernon county,

She moved to Vernon conuty from Kentuehy
67 yeurs ngo, with Hor pareats, who =
the Litkle Osage river. &t o time w
Owage Indians were in that port of the
try. For years she and ote sister asd brother
lived together, aud o of - them wus ever
wmarrigd.  First the sister. et the brother
ed. Miss Sumimers loved iy four eounties
during her restdence o e same e medely-
constructed home, =t in Juoekson. and then
in Cass, pext in Maves and fnalts in Vernon.
The farin shie died upoo was oblained by her
| parents from e sovorament, and hias never
ohanged hauds

Yenrs ago Miss Sumiers sald she Lnd o
wision that she had 15 years to v, The limi-
tatlon was up soie Ui betwpen her seventy-
aighth and seventy-tinth snnive: sirkes. Abuout
& weok before ed, when her stlendant
wanted W oall a physichin. she safd there wis
BoO ke, as he eould never ralse hor sgin, sil-
though thece wus uo soute malndy to battle
sgainst  From cardy childbood she wus o
| member of the Cpristian chureh.

« Hr

Gave llis Children Horsefiesh,

has Leen in the United States four
vears, unableto speak English, fed his
family on hosetlesh in St Louis.

He was out ! work, Lad noe eredlt, and his
children were hungry. An old horso
| wandering by and Gloson  slaugbie
When a polleman called o ]n\':-.alu
fonnd one-quarter of the horse on the tbile In
the kitehen, and through the futerpreter the
(nther sald. in ¢ tho foitr ehilldren, who
u:n:lrim: The wvey with hungry eyes:

“Thes wili sivep I to-night, fur thelp
Htble stomu s will be full*
| Hewso had o Kettle of water onthe fire
prepacing te mnlio horsoflesh soup and sten
fdidn't seem Lo thiluk be had done nuy=
thi uf the way (o feeding the tosh to his
childe:n but rathier se I to regard [tosa
case o pomd Luck thiat hi founit the horse.

i

Tazpayves Gol Tirel,

to rder warrants for the paymint of
11 fee bills from the justives’ courts
fo Jannnry. nggregating $3, 100, 50,

Fhe eourt's rofusat is Lased on the

i
Bl they Were excessive. amd thelt o

und

vld be o gross injustice Lo the r;nlp. i
tecounty, For some timie post neirly grers
Amp that arcived ot Sedalts bas been arreste

| doand couvieted \
lt'h'r‘“ of vagrances. w th o sentence of 1
en days, with from BI5 to 420 cists
ease.  Thix husiness Gas e < arricad
tensively thoe o hult was den
payers. and the action of 1h
the first step in thes direet

v L

o

Mather mod Child Huried Togeiher, |
There was a swl incident at Sednlia |
the other -1n_\.'.
Brief funeral s
3 ol Tt
Left Wiivn 1h
1 Mrs. Lo Mor te
"

orvie:

i

ftoliss her ehind,
sile of five miantes the
Corpse.  She abiodd of priet
14 e Tiky
Bittle ane was stopsaed, and next

er sl chilld were Miried Logv Liier,

A Minister In Polilles

'Rl“'. D, “-I_t‘-i. the hiead of the Civie
Felderntion ju st Lonis, says that some
of the appointments mude by the
muyor are the worst “possible outside |
of L-1L"  He also says that the mavor
is & mun “whom I love very muel, aud
who is a gromd man,”

Father snd Mother Badly Barned,

Mrs. William Owings, of Durton
township, Howard county, was proby-
bly fatally bLurned by livr gt
catehing tire. Mr. Owings was s vndly
burned in an effort 1o extincuish the
flumes thiat he 1:}:1:“' die. They have
four small elifldren.,

doshua Hightower,
11i;

T eonnty

Joshing promipent

Ceiln
v

Latower,

where he Hved v

LI=EL, whin
the ceivbrated Fi i

Drorado

Braws the Line un Horseilesh,
The health board of St Lounisdraws
Nesh for food, and has |
drafted an ordinance probibiting the
slaughter of horses for food and mak-
ing it amisdemeanor for suyoue 1o use
such meat for food,

Iosult of Cooking in Old Utensils,
Mra M. Fry, 2517 Franklin,St. Louis,
cooked a buttermilk lunch for Ler

childreen, which they ate aud beeamo |

very i, Doctors say they were poise
oned by the fool being cooked in old
utensils.

She Waa Poor, anid Froze to Death,

Marthn l‘:h""'.‘, colored, who had na
home, was frozen todeath in the baso-
ment of a dilapidated and nniohabited
house in Lexington, where she hind
gone Jor shelter with her two little
children.

A l)lungmﬂ;hto Time,

the tunnel nnder the St Louis eastom-
house. The tunne! was filled with
smoke, and the passepgers had o dis-
agreeable time before they were re-
moved.

The Case of Arthar Doestrow.

The motion in the supreme econrt
for a rehearing in the case of Arthur
Duestrow, of St. Louis, who murdered
his wifo and child, has been denied,
Duestrow is under sentence to hang.

A Miser's Denth.

John Willinms Ohms, an aged miser,
died in St. Lonis in squalor from the
lack of nourishing fuod. Ter thous
sand dallars was found in the room in
which he died.

An Aged Woman Burned to Death.

Mra. Elizabeth Hall, aged 80, was
burned o death in the fireplace of her
home near Hryant, Dougliss county.

She aceidentally fell head forward into
the fire,

Influentinl Cedar County Cltizen.
Joseph Cline, aged 51, died at Eldo-
rado Spriogs. lHe leaves quite an
estate. Mr. Cline was oue of the most
influential men of Cedar county.

Mexican War Veteran.

John T. Rollins, aged 70, died at
Kearney, Clay county. lle wasa Mex-
jcan war veteran, and went across the
plnins to California in "49,

A Cungregutionalist for Seventy VYears.

Mrs. K. W. Doty, aged 83, died at the
residence of Rev. A. J. Van Wagner,
near Carthage. She was for 70 yeurs
a Congregationalist,

A Muee for Warver.
A rumor eomes from Canton that
Mai. W, Warner, of Kansas City, will
be tirsl assistant under the new sporee

tacy of the interior.

A man by the name of Giesen, who '

came |

bo |

Tie Pettis county court has refusel |

Inn justice enirt on the

. #hopkeepers of W

A passenger train was derniled in |

EAR lady falr, "tis
but my heart I
send to you this
morn,

All battered, shat-
tercd, dented and
rent and  sadly
torn;

You've played with
it for many n
day; most cruel
sweotheart méne,

And now I send 1t
back to you to bo
your valentine,

Others may bring

red roges and slng of Cupld's darte,

| Of mating doves ond dimpled loves or prate

| of bleciling hearts:

But 1, I only send yeu this—'tis of my=elfa

part;

What will you do with i, falr mald, this

living, human heart?
"It wear It as the roses nbove your own
dear heart?

“Twiil glow and blossom If you will—your

smile shall cure Its smart.

You've tossed 1t back 1o me so oft, and yet

‘twas half In play,

| Ah!keep it now, for Cupld’s self bringa it ta

¥ou to-day!

He's sworn te be my messengor, tolay it at

thy feet,

To use hls gentle oMees to galn it shelter

EWoet ]

And should he fall—then keep it still; T

would not even gricve

The' It were sliver-pluted, dear, and worn

upon thy sleeve,

| ~May Eldred Armstrong, in Chicago Post,

i
!
|

2o fleld was not pop-

bt o : ;
g U o ular with his pa-
-/ f ., rishioners, [He=
-4 was one of thoss

wen whae, withaut meaning to e disa-

greeable, nevertheless make themselves
disliked wherever they po. The real
rieason was that he was utterly devaid
of tact, e seldom fwiled o say the
wrong thing, especiadly when it was es-
gentinl that he shonhd say the right.
If there was a chance of pulting his foot
into it, into it (as sure os cees) lis foot
went., If he wos obliged, in the exers
cise of Lis ditics, to male an unpiens.
ant remark, be was absolutely eertain to
£O% 1L b e et unpleasant wav,
These unfortunate proclivities wiore al-

wiays dise!i I X
Phee & WS unot her little point abont

Lt which inereased his |I.li]d'j".l!.’h‘!’i1_‘|'.
wpecinlly among the tradesmen of
the plaee, e was “near™ in the matter
of money. e seemed to have a con-
atitutional aversion to parting with it
Fren when an aceount woes due he in-
varinbly dallied in the discharzing of
the same; and thongh he always paid
up in the end, Im often kept shopmen
waiting longer than they eared abount.
Tt was really a fad of his—a mere
idissynerasy, and did not arise from
any eonssions ehurlishness, Tt the
‘ Jid regraded it
shopkeepers of Whintield rerrarided it
pigeardly nature; and thom *h  they
eupplied the vicar, because it worth
thein while, they nevertheless disliked
Lim with all their commervial souls
Whinfield was a small place of 1,500
inhabitants, something between o tiny
town and an overgrown villagze. It
had yuite a fuir number of shops—
tcher, baker, fishmouger, groeer,
linendraper, ironmongrer, wine mwr-
chant and tobaceonist. It was served
by a doctor, eke by an auctioneer. DBt
{here was one important thing not to be
Iad there—namely, low. No solicitor
had yet found it worth his while to set-
1le in so small a place.
1t about the mididle of Octobera year
or two sinee a olicitor did, at length,
make his appearance, and set up in

Whinfleld. His name was Perks. e
' was ashrewd, dapper, little man, of pre-
possessing exterior and  insinuating
ways, who soon made to himeelf friends
| in the villame. Although his manner
| swas bland and courteous, it was pretty
ohvious that he was not quite n gentle-
man. But as very few perszons in Whin-
fiecld—exeept the squire and the vicar—
had any pretensions to that distine-
tion, the solicitor’s Inek of the pure
| #haut ton™ was no barrier to his gpetting
| on. Terhaps, indeed, it rather helped
him; since it was to the tradesmen and
farmers thut he wounld ehiefly have to
look for business; and they preferred
a man with whom they could associate
on a footing of equality.

This is just what I'erks did. 1le con-
stantly went to the tradesmen's houses,
MHe dined and supped with them. Ife
did the civil to their wives and daugh-
ters. Ile often dropped in casually in
the afternoon for a cup of tea, or in the
evening for a pipe and a glass of grog.
This naturally made him popular in
their circle,

“Mr. Perks is quite the gentleman,”

Vidnay

i
|

nasty pride about him, neither.”

bit of lawyering 1o be done I'll put itin
Perks' way.”

attendant at the parish church.

parish,

all.

said Mre. Groeer Hobb, “and there's no

“True, Marin,” nsserted liobb, her
spouse, a fat and prosperous figure,
“Perks s a good sort. And if [ havea

For the first month or two after hia | {alked 1o them in his most insinuating
arrival in Whinfield Perks wasa regular ' way; he worked upon their unqualified
Itwas‘ hatred for the viear. The end of it was
the proper, the respectable thing to do.
Resides, to get in with the vicar—even
when the vicar is unpopular—may pay | the vicar in the place. They amounted
a newcomer very well in & country jointly to about 200 pounds.

But the viear did not take to Perksat | in February, and Perks' intention was
From the first he had shown a dis-
like to him, and nothing that the solici-
tor did to ingratiate himself in thet Valentine's day.
quarter made any diffarence. At the | notion of effert;

best of times, and to his dearest friends,
tho vicar's manner was scarcely agree-
able. Where he felt dislike it was pos-
itively forbidding. Perks put up with
several snubs from him, “pour le bon
motif.," But at length, seeing the use-
lessness of such a course, he abandoned
further attempts to win the viear's
friendship, and openly declared himself
on the side of the reverend gentleman's
enemies,

There was scarcely a tradesman in
Whinfield who was not to be numbered
in this category. From Grocer Hobb
downwards every one of them had his
gricrance agalnst the viear. “Treats
me like a dog, he does™ said one.
“Never calls to see me when I'm il
said another. “Is always grumbling at
my meat,” said a third—the local
butelhor. And so forth. While in one
common gricvance against him all con-
currcd—namely, his tiresome habit
(alveady mentioned) of keeping them
vaiting for their little aecounts.
“*Tisn't as if he wns hard up,” was the
nnanimons complaint. “He has plenty
of money. e simply does it to make
himself disapreeahle”

Of course, Perks henrd these grumbles
in his almost daily intercourse withthe
tradesmen of Whinfield. The solicitor
—in spite of his bland exterior and in-
sinunting wayvs—was not the man to
foreet a elighit or to pardon a snub.
e meant to give the viear a Roland
for his (Miver when he saw the chance,
and it oceurred to him, after some re-
fleetion, that he might, perhaps, see
that chanee in this aforesaid matler
of the vienr's little néeoounts,

It was getting on into Febrnmry and
the viear's Christmas bills  still re-
mnined unsettled, Terks conceived a
wish that the tradesmen to whom the
Lills were due wonld put them Into his
Hands foreollection. The wish strength-
ened into a lonsing, the lnng‘in;r inton
fixed resolve.  Tle began, by o gradual
and insinuating process, to  get  the
tradesmen in the mind to cooperante.

This was not sueh o very ensy matter.
For though the Whinfielid shopkeepers
growlad at and disliked the vicar in no
measured degree, £till his custom was
u ponsideration; and, glad as  they
wonld have been to do him anasty turn,
they nevesheless were not prepared
to take n step which would drive him

¥

circumstances were not, at present, such

the vicar would be doubly incensed if
he received the dunning letter in the
form of a valentine. He had not told
his clienta the exnct strain in which he
should write, nor the extreme perempt-
oriness of the demand he should make.
But the letter which he posted to the
vicar on Valentine's eve was ns good a
apecimenof thesharp-practicesolicitor’s
composition, when intentionally in-
sclent, as could be well desired. The
gist of it was that unless the whole
amount due on these seven accounts
were paid to him, Sidney Perks, by re-
turn of post, he should issue process
against the vicar, without further no-
tice or delay.

“There,” sald Perks to himself, tri-
umphantly, as he sealed up the envelope,
“I calculate this will just about give his
reverence fita,”

It did give his reverence fits. That is
to say, it put him into a fine state of
rage and excitement when he read it ot
breakfast next morning. Ilis angry
looks and savage frowns struck de-
clded consternation Into the breasts ol
the two other persons who were sharing
that meal with him. These were his
only daughter, Amy, and his nephew,
Frank Miller, a young barrister, who
frequently eame down from town, when
he was not very busy, to stay at the
vicarage. The fact was, there had long
existed a sort of attachment between
the cousins, of which the viear was nn-
aware. It had not, however, developed
into an express engagement until that
ery morning; when young Miller, com-
Ing down ewrly and finding his cousin
in the garden, had taken the oppor-
tunity—for which the day was so sin-
gularly appropriate—of declaring n pas-
sion which he could not any longer con-
ceal.

Amy had answered his proposal with
a8 blushing acceptance; stipulating,
however, that Frank should inform her
fother of the circumstances immediate-
ly, and this he had, of course, agreed
to. He did not, however, look forward
to the interview with any great pleasure
or confidence, for two suflicient reasons.
In the first place, he knew that his uncle
had a prejudice against first cousins
marrying; in the next, his own worldly

as would commend themselves to a
prospective father-in-law. Ie had, in-

nway altogether from their shopa.

Parks, Llowever, was a #mart man, and
lie mansged, in the end, to engineer
his scheme, Ile was—it may be added
—-providentinlly assisted in this matter
by the vicar himself. Just at the right
minnte (from Perks® stundpoint) the
reverend gentleman had complained to
Grocer 1lobb about the quality of the
bacon supplied him, and had, indeed,
sent back half a side as unfit to eat.

Something of the same sort happened
in reference to Shanks, the butcher.
Shanks hud a sirloin returned to him,
on the ground of ité being cow-beef.
Tt was cow-beef. But Shanks had sold
it for ox-beef, and he felt it an unwar-
rantable insult to have his word thus
questioned.

Juteher Shanks waa not logieal; nor
was Grocer Hobb, And each was led
by kis dislike for the viear to believe
that the vienr himself had purposely
insvulted him. Parks rejoiced to find
them both in this mood. He struck
while the iron was hot. Ile unfolded to
them his pretty little scheme for giving
the viear beans, 1f they, nnd the other
tradesmen in the place, to whom the
vicar owed bills, would combine and
hinnd him their accounts to collect, he
would soon remd his reverenee a lesson.
He would teach him to be careful how
he insulted honest tradesmen.

Grocer 1lobb and Butcher Shanks
Iiked the idea of the vicar being tanght
that lesson. But they made it a “sine
qua non” that if they did this thing the
other creditors of the vicar in Whin-
field whould do likewise.

Perks undertook to ses the other

| ereditors, and, if possible, to secure|p

| their complinnce. He saw them; le

i that the solicitor was instructed to col-
leet the seven largest accounts owed by

Tt was then the end of the first week

that the vicar should receive hia agree-

“WIIAT'S ‘ALL THIS ABOUTT

able communication on the morning of

deed, & little money of his own; and

t

1

Ik
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the vicar, belng well off, might, if he

chose, make his only daughter a good

allowance. But whether he would do

g0, or would even countenance the cn-

gagement at all, was a devidedly doubt-

ful matter; shough Frank believed that

it he could manage to catch his rever-

ence in a good humor, he might be able

te talk him round.

Frank's and Amy's dismay, there-

fore, when they saw that the vienr had

been seriously put out of temper by his

correspondence, can well be under-

stood; more especially as he was a man

who did not get over the effects of

prevoeation at all quickly, and bad a
playful litile way of venting his an-
noyance on all who came near him,
whether concerned in the provoeation
or not. The worst of it was, Frank was
bound to be back in London in five orsix
duys at the least, and, of course, his in-
terview with his uncle must take place
before his departure.

After breakf{ast, his uncle called him
into his study.

“Just read that, Frank,” he said, hand-
ing him Sidney Perks' epistle.

“By Jove! What's all this about?
Psha!—Pmpertinent ass!—Hilloa, Sid-
ney Perks? Sidney Perks?” commented
young Miller, aa he glanced over the
epistle.

“Do you happen to know the little
end, then?” inquired the vicar, in evi-
dent surprise. “Heis anewcomer here;
and no acquisition, either.”

“]—J]—don’t suppose =0,” replied
Frank. *“I did come across a solicitor
of the name about a year ago: but his
ractice was in town.”
= A short, little man 7" agked the vicar:
“pitted with smallpox? Jewish face?
Wears glasses—eh 7"

“Ah, he is evidently not the snme™
answered Miller, decidedly. *“My man
was tall and gaunt, and not pitted with
smallpox. But I tell you what it is,
uncle. This fellow, from his letter, i
evidently s sharp and shady prac-
titioner of the nastiest type. Ye wants
a lawyer to deal with him. Just you
turn him over to me.”

“]—1 don't know,” said the viewr,

same strain, not one of them omitting
1o eulopise him for his honorable con-
duct. Never in his life before had the
reverend gentleman received seven such
flattering communiecations. He did not,
in the loast, understand what they
meant; but still they put him in an ex-
cellent humor. Homorable? Certainly,
acting on his nephew’s advice, he had
given him checks for distribution
among the seven tradesmen on the pre-
vious day; but, that was only a settle-
ment—rather a tardy one into the bar-
gain—of his just debts. There was
b ¥

knowledged honorable, especially by
L

finished reading the seventh letter he
was in a very good temper indeed.

came at his study door, and Frank en-

tered. Secing the expression on his
ing his momentous confcssion abous
Amy. The viear exclaimed. Ie

hummed and hawed. Tiut he was in a
heavenly temper; and he ended by giv-
ing his consent.

his little scheme. Sidney Perks was the
solicitor whom he had come across in

Frank had learnt some facts aboub
Perks, by communicating which to the
| | proper authorities, he could have
brought him to the bar of the Old Bailey.
1
sibility by promptly clearing out of
town. Curiously enough he had be-
t
Frank's uncle was viear.

ments, Frank had, on the morning of
Valentine’s day, gone straight to Perks’
office, nod, under threat of setting the
police on to him immediately, had made
two demands, to which, after some use-
leas demgr, Perks was fain toconsent.

write out and band over to Frank re-
ceipts for the seven nceounts. The sec-
ond, that he should leave Whinfield

do owe the money, of course. And L
waa going to pay these seven accounis
this week. BStill, to have the money de-
manded in such an impudent way is iz~
tolerable. I shall certainly leave all
these tradesmen who have instructed
Perks."
“I should. They deserve being made
to sit up. But, in any case, it will be
much more agreeable for you not to
have to act in the matter personally.
You leave it entirely in my hands.”
This, after some demur, the vicar, at
length, to do; Frank persuading:
him that it would be far more dignified
for him to have no personal communica=-
tion whatever with Perks or with the
tradesmen. And so the affair was
placed, unreservedly, in the young bar-
rister’s hands.

The vicar rubbed his glasses and
looked at the letter ngain. Ie felt that
his eyes must have deceived him. But
no. There the thing was in black and
white, unmistakably clear and evident,
and as the vicar read it a second time,
he gave quite o gratified smile. But
still he was puzzled.
The letter waa as follows:
2 and 8 The Broadway, Feb, 18, 189—. -
Reverend Bir: In thanking you for your
most generous and honorable behavior, X
take the opportunity of apologizing, with
all my heart, for what has occurred in
reference to my account. The truth is,
reverend sir, that I was enticed by tho
decelving arts of a cheat and swindler; and
I need not say that I shall be only too
pleased to cooperate In any steps that may
Le taken for his arrest snd punishment.
Your grateful and obedient,
HEZEKIAN HORB.

The vicar opened o second lctter which
had arrived by the sume post. It was
from Shanks, the butcher, snd was even
more effusively apologetic than Hobb's.
It unlso referred to “your baving acted
so honorable and like the gentleman.™
The vicar looked still blander and more
gratified, but still decidedly puzzied.
There were five other letters frons
local tradesmen, and all ran in much the

wthing extraordinarily honorable in
hat. Still it is always nice to be oe-

our enemies. And when the vienr had

At that fortunate moment n knock

This is how Frank Miller had worked

own; and, in certain dealings with him,

*erks had tried 1o obriate such a pos-

aken himself to the very place of which
Armed with these irresistible argu-

The first demand was, that he shonld

within 12 hours. Upon these conditions,
he should be left to escape and lose him-
solf, unmolested. Frmnk was inexora-
ble, and Perks was not in a position to
resist. So both demands were complicd
with.
Frank’s next step, two days later,
was to go round and see the tradesmen,
jinforming them that the vicar had duly
paid their accounts to Perks, and pro-
duecing the receipts; he also adrised
them (in o friendly way) to look seharp
after their money, as ugly rumors were
eurrent nbout Perks, and he was said to
have bolted. ®* ® ® These concerned
Jost no time in hurrying ronnd to Perks'
office, where he wasnot; and thence to
his house, which (hisservant told ithem)
he had guitted hurriedly two days be-
fore. “Where had he gone?” “Ile
hadn't left no address.” Then, indeed,
was bitter lamentation and outery heard
among the swindled shopkeepers. Then
it was that the vicar (all unknown to
himself) had “acted so honorable and
like a gentleman,” by writing the checks
for the eeven accounts and baunding
them to Frank to distribute. This
astute young man had left the trades-
men under the impression that, in order
to save them from loss, his uncle had
paid their accounts twice over; and had
descanted, In rather strong terms, upon
this truly Christian return of good for
evil.

Frank did not acquaint hisuncle with
thesa little mysteries until he was just
starting on his honeymoon. And as, by
that time, the vicar had tasted the
sweets of six months’ popularity in the
parish, and found it exceptionally agree-
able, he saw no reason to forfeit it, at
this Iate hour, by any useless dis-
closures.—London Truth.

A Xatural Mistake.

“0h, look!™ exclaimed Ruth, a victim
of the passing craze, “what lovely posts
ers!® And she and Mabel went into
the store and purchased several do'lars’
worth. Pray. how were they to krow
that the goods bought were not posters,
but comic valentines?—PBostor Jran

doubtfully, *“Nothing can be done, I

seript.




